COOK COUNTY FIREWISE
2018 ANNUAL ACTION REPORT

Firewise encourages local solutions for wildfire safety by
involving homeowners, community leaders, planners,
developers, firefighters, and others in the effort to
protect people and property from wildfire risks.

Firewise On the Rise and
Growing in Cook County
Property owners are excited
about grant programs and are
willing to do their part to
participate. As one person gets
involved, they encourage
neighbors to do the same. Most
homeowners have received
Firewise information and had a
Firewise assessment conducted
on their property. Homeowners
are actively involved in
planning for fuel reduction on
their properties and are
learning about forest ecology.
They attend homeowner
association meetings and meet
with contractors/Firewise
representatives to discuss
projects. Several homeowner
associations have taken steps
to become a recognized
Firewise site through the NFPA
Firewise USA program.
Highlights of Firewise activity
in 2018 include:
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Before and after fuels reduction treatments

USDA Steven’s Grant Projects on
Private Property in the Wildland Urban
Interface (WUI)
Hungry Jack Project: 62 acres of understory fuels reduction
treatment completed.
Poplar Lake Project: Conducted site visits with 37 property
owners. Two large contracts awarded. Completed nine acres
of understory fuels reduction treatment.

Outreach & Education
Delivered annual public
education plan including:
Regular updates and event
notices on Firewise website and
Facebook
WTIP radio PSAs on Firewise
events
Firewise presentations with Q&A
Sessions at three property
owner association meetings.
Firewise booth at two
community festivals.
Local 7th graders learned
Firewise basics and conducted a
Firewise assessment of a cabin

Firewise ads in the Cook County
News Herald and Northern Wilds
during the 2018 fire season.
Participated in the Fire Adapted
Communities Learning Network
workshop in Wenatchee,
Washington.
WTIP interviews about Firewise
events.

Demonstration Days
During the first week of May, Cook
County Firewise implemented an
outreach campaign on emergency
vehicle access for Wildfire
Community Preparedness Day.
Postcards were mailed to every
property with a structure in Cook
County reminding them to have
sufficient driveway clearance of 12’
wide and 14’ high for emergency
vehicles.

Firewise sponsored four demonstration days throughout the county
where community members gathered at a local property to learn how to
protect their own properties from wildfire. These hands-on informational
sessions were led by the Minnesota DNR Firewise Specialist; showing
property owners specific examples of how to make their property safer
from wildfire such as what vegetation to cut and improvements that can
be made to homes to defend against wildfire. Once again these events
received great feedback and will continue in 2019.

180
Firewise Brush Pick-Up Days
Cook County Firewise co-sponsored a large brush pick-up project
with the Gunflint Trail Volunteer Fire Department in 2018.
Approximately 94 private properties participated in this event by
volunteering 1,446 hours to reduce flammable vegetation on their
properties. The amount of vegetation removed was estimated at
1,200 cubic yards from approximately 47 acres of private
property in the Wildland Urban Interface. This program was
extremely popular and will continue in 2019 (funding dependent).

Firewise USA Program
Cook County has seven sites that
have applied for recognition under
the National Fire Prevention
Association Firewise USA program.
All these sites organized some
type of outreach or mitigation
activity in 2018. The program also
contributes to community-building
and citizen pride. Recognized Cook
County Firewise sites include the
following Lake/Homeowners
Associations:
Tait Lake
Clara Lake
West Bearskin Lake
Hungry Jack Lake
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Voyagers Point
South Greenwood
Lake Road
Caribou Lake

Safe Driveway Access
Cook County Firewise promotes safe driveway access for
Emergency Vehicles. Postcards are included with all new
E-911 addresses, have been mailed to all residents, and
ads in local media promote proper clearance.

ASSESSMENTS
COMPLETE
Firewise Assessments
Cook County conducted 180
Firewise assessments on private
structures in the Hovland Fire
District. These assessments provide
property owners with a list of
recommendations on how to
improve the chances of their
property surviving a wildfire. They
also allow property owners to ask
questions regarding Firewise
practices. Firewise assessments
have been an excellent way to
engage people in Firewise
throughout Cook County. More
work in the Hovland District will
continue in 2019 to reach more
property owners.

Contractor Capacity Building
Workshop
In March, Cook County Firewise hosted a
contractor workshop to build capacity for
completing Firewise and other agency fuels
reduction projects. Contractors who attended
learned about the upcoming projects available
from the United States Forest Service, Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources, Grand Portage
Tribal Forestry, and Cook County Firewise.
Attendees also learned the bidding process for
these agencies.

Roadside Brushing
Cook County Firewise occasionally assists road
associations and home owner associations with
roadside brushing of encroaching vegetation.
Access to structures is critical during a fire and
remote, narrow roads are often easily
overtaken by vegetation. This program is
intended to help get the road back to a
condition accessible for fire trucks and having
the association implement the roadside
vegetation maintenance going forward.
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