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RESIDENTS REDUCING WILDFIRE RISKS

COOK COUNTY FIREWISE
2018 ANNUAL ACTION REPORT

Firewise encourages local solutions for wildfire safety by
involving homeowners, community leaders, planners,
developers, firefighters, and others in the effort to
protect people and property from wildfire risks. ook oty
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Firewise On the Rise and
Growing in Cook County
Property owners are excited
about grant programs and are
willing to do their part to
participate. As one person gets
involved, they encourage
neighbors to do the same. Most
homeowners have received
Firewise information and had a
Firewise assessment conducted
on their property. Homeowners
are actively involved in
planning for fuel reduction on
their properties and are
learning about forest ecology.
They attend homeowner
association meetings and meet
with contractors/Firewise
representatives to discuss
projects. Several homeowner
associations have taken steps
to become a recognized
Firewise site through the NFPA
Firewise USA program.

Highlights of Firewise activity
in 2018 include:
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During the first week of May, Cook
County Firewise implemented an
outreach campaign on emergency
vehicle access for Wildfire
Community Preparedness Day.
Postcards were mailed to every
property with a structure in Cook
County reminding them to have
sufficient driveway clearance of 12’
wide and 14’ high for emergency
vehicles.
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Firewise Brush Pick-Up Days

Cook County Firewise co-sponsored a large brush pick-up project
with the Gunflint Trail Volunteer Fire Department in 2018.
Approximately 94 private properties participated in this event by
volunteering 1,446 hours to reduce flammable vegetation on their
properties. The amount of vegetation removed was estimated at
1,200 cubic yards from approximately 47 acres of private
property in the Wildland Urban Interface. This program was
extremely popular and will continue in 2019 (funding dependent).
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Safe Driveway Access

Cook County Firewise promotes safe driveway access for
Emergency Vehicles. Postcards are included with all new
E-911 addresses, have been mailed to all residents, and
ads in local media promote proper clearance.

ASSESSMENTS
COMPLETE

Firewise Assessments

Cook County conducted 180
structures in the Hovland Fire

property owners with a list of
recommendations on how to
improve the chances of their

questions regarding Firewise

have been an excellent way to
engage people in Firewise
throughout Cook County. More
work in the Hovland District will
continue in 2019 to reach more
property owners.

practices. Firewise assessments

Firewise assessments on private

District. These assessments provide

property surviving a wildfire. They
also allow property owners to ask
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Safe Driveways
in Rural Areas

Driveway Access for Emergency Vehicles
Emergency personnel try their best to respond to calls in a timely manner. Planning for access
by emergency vehicles improves safety for homeowners and their families. This is especially
important in rural areas where response times may be considerably longer than in cities.
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Driveway Width, Height& Grade

For emergency vehicles to safely access your property, your
driveway must have an all-weather surface that is able to
provide adequate support for large, heavy vehicles. Vegetation

Driveway Grade
& Clearance

must be cleared to the following standards:

Have an unobstructed vertical clearance of 14 feet.

Limbing and/or removing trees and brush to provide the

necessary vertical clearance.

« Have at least al2-foot wide drivable surface, with a 2-foot
clear zone on each side of the driveway (16-feet overall).

« May require the removal of rocks and burying utility lines to /

provide adequate sight distance.

« Driveway must not exceed 12% grade overall. [« Driveable width 12 .
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In March, Cook County Firewise hosted a
contractor workshop to build capacity for
completing Firewise and other agency fuels
reduction projects. Contractors who attended
learned about the upcoming projects available
from the United States Forest Service, Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources, Grand Portage
Tribal Forestry, and Cook County Firewise.
Attendees also learned the bidding process for
these agencies.
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Cook County Firewise occasionally assists road
associations and home owner associations with
roadside brushing of encroaching vegetation.
Access to structures is critical during a fire and
remote, narrow roads are often easily
overtaken by vegetation. This program is
intended to help get the road back to a
condition accessible for fire trucks and having
the association implement the roadside
vegetation maintenance going forward.
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